Headteacher: Mr Sweetingham )
Head of School: Ms Mitri ST. JOHN S Swan Lane, Whetstone, N20 OPL

B . - . JARY A S Telephone: 020 8445 4693
m . m C.E. PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL
Eonaclll).nol;il)cr(e)u@gﬁtjoofhgas:nzeot.bamet ail.net Web: www.stjohnsn20.barnet.sch.uk

Diocese of London :E X: @stjohnscen20

Governors’ Newsletter
Summer 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

As another busy and successful school year draws to a close, we wanted to take
the opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed to another fantastic year
at St John's.

On behalf of the Governing Board, we are pleased to share an update on our work
during the summer term and celebrate everything our school community has
achieved together. This update builds on many of the themes we reflected on
during our recent Year 6 Leavers' Celebration.

Our work
The Governing Board continues to focus on its three core strategic responsibilities:

e ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;

« holding school leaders to account for educational standards, safeguarding
and the wellbeing of pupils and staff; and

« overseeing the school's finances to ensure every pound is spent wisely.

Throughout the year, governors have continued to visit the school, meet with
pupils and staff, monitor progress and work closely with school leaders to support
the continued success of St John's.

St John’s may receive an Ofsted inspection during the 2026-27 academic year. In
preparation, the Senior Leadership Team and governors have been reviewing
Ofsted’s renewed inspection framework and school inspection toolkit, ensuring
that our strategic priorities continue to align with the highest expectations for
school improvement. The Governing Board has also reflected carefully on Ofsted's
indicators of effective governance, with a continued focus on strategic leadership,
robust challenge and support, safeguarding, financial stewardship and ambitious
oversight of educational standards, which are all characteristics associated with
the strongest governance.

We have also benefited from supportive supervisory meetings with both the
London Diocesan Board for Schools and Barnet, helping us to test our self-
evaluation and priorities for continued improvement. The current framework and
the updated school inspection materials can be found on the Ofsted section of the
GOV.UK website.
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Another successful year

This has once again been a successful year for St John's.

We have been delighted to see our children continue to achieve excellent academic
outcomes whilst enjoying the rich range of opportunities that make St John's such
a special place.

In Reception, 83% of children achieved GLD (Good Level of Development), in Year
1, we once again achieved 100% success in the Phonics Screen and in Year 4,
67% of children achieved full marks in the Multiplication Tables Check.
Furthermore, our Year 6 KS2 SATs results, although still classified as provisional,
are our best ever; we are so proud to share with you that 100% of children
achieved the expected standard in Maths and GAPs and 97% did so in Reading.
Even more impressive is the level of Greater Depth that was achieved: 67% in
Maths, 63% in reading and 80% in GAPs. Wow!

The summer term has been full of sporting successes, educational visits and
memorable experiences. One particular highlight was the wonderful production of
Aladdin Trouble by our Year 4, 5 and 6 pupils. Last year, we thought we had
seen the very best production St John's had ever staged - but somehow this year's
performance managed to surpass it.

Governors are fortunate to spend time regularly in school and it is always a
pleasure to see first-hand our articulate, kind, confident and enthusiastic pupils.
They are a real credit to their families and to the school.

Goodbye Year 6

To our Year 6 pupils, congratulations on everything you have achieved during your
time at St John's.

You have worked incredibly hard, represented the school brilliantly and leave us
ready for your next adventure. We know that you will continue to make us proud
in your secondary schools.

Please remember the St John's values that have guided your time here. Wherever
life takes you, you will always be part of the St John's family.

Our staff

No school succeeds without exceptional staff, and we are fortunate to have such
a dedicated team.

Our teachers and support staff continually go above and beyond to provide
opportunities that extend far beyond the classroom. This year, every child in Years
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4, 5 and 6 has enjoyed an overnight residential visit—experiences that are only
possible because staff willingly give so much of their own time and commitment.

We would also like to thank Mr Patel and Mrs Melzack, who leave St John's this
summer. We are grateful for everything they have contributed to the school
community and wish them every success and happiness in the future.

At the same time, we are delighted to welcome the teachers joining St John's for
the 2026-27 academic year: Miss Tanod, Miss Shergill and Ms Warman. We know
that they will receive a very warm welcome from our pupils, families and
colleagues. This week, children across the school have spent time with their new
teachers, helping everyone look ahead to September with confidence and
excitement.

PTA and fundraising

Our sincere thanks go to the St John's Association and to every volunteer who has
supported fundraising events throughout the year.

The recent Summer Fair was another wonderful example of our school community
coming together and demonstrated just how much can be achieved.

Cool the School

One of the priorities identified by governors and school leaders is improving
climate control across the school.

As periods of warmer weather become increasingly common, creating cooler, more
comfortable learning environments for our children and staff has become an
important objective.

During the 2026-27 academic year, we will therefore be working alongside the
school and the PTA to launch a "Cool the School” fundraising campaign. We hope,
together as a school community, to raise top-up funds to deliver practical
improvements that will make classrooms and learning spaces more comfortable
for years to come.

We look forward to sharing more details in the autumn term and hope many
families will be able to support this exciting initiative.

Maintenance Fund

Alongside our fundraising initiatives, we would also like to make a special appeal
regarding the St John's Maintenance Fund.
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The Maintenance Fund plays a vital role in helping the school maintain and improve
its buildings and learning environment beyond what is possible through
government funding alone.

If you are able to contribute, we would be extremely grateful if you could make
your annual Maintenance Fund donation as early as possible in the new
academic year. Receiving contributions early enables the school to plan
maintenance and improvement projects with greater confidence and helps us
make the best possible use of available resources throughout the year.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the fund previously—we are
enormously grateful for your generosity.

Finance and premises

Like schools across the country, St John's continues to operate in a challenging
financial environment. Governors continue to work closely with school leaders to
ensure that resources are managed carefully whilst protecting the excellent
educational experience that our children receive.

Maintaining healthy pupil numbers remains fundamental to the long-term financial
sustainability of the school, and we thank every family for choosing St John's.

The Governing Board
The Governing Board continues to meet regularly throughout the year, with our
committees maintaining close oversight of teaching and learning, safeguarding,

staffing, finance and premises.

Governors have also continued to undertake monitoring visits and strategic
reviews across the school as part of our commitment to continuous improvement.

If you have ever considered becoming a governor, we would be delighted to hear
from you. Bringing together a broad range of skills and experience strengthens
the Board and ultimately benefits every child at St John's.

Thank you

Finally, thank you to our children, dedicated staff, supportive parents and carers,
volunteers and our PTA for making St John's such a special community.

We wish everyone a safe, relaxing and well-deserved summer break and look
forward to welcoming you all back in September.
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Contacting us

If you wish to contact the governors we can be reached
on governors@stjohnsn20.barnetmail.net or do say hello to us. If required, the
school’s formal complaints policy is also contained on the website.

Best wishes for the summer and good luck with the juggling this can entail.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely

Ian Copelin Richard Hughes
Co-Chair Co-Chair
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